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Writing Introductions
1.  Hook Statement: The first thing an introduction needs is a hook or grabber. Its purpose is to get the reader’s attention and interest. Some strategies for starting your essay are listed below:

- a startling statement, fact, or statistic		- an anecdote		- a quotation related to the topic
-an idea to be refuted					- a vivid scene		- a question or problem
- a description of the topic that does not name it	- a contrast		- a rhetorical question
- a dramatic incident					- a dialogue		- a brief historical background
 
2.  Background Information: An introduction also includes background information. This background information may be from the prompt. It fills the reader in on information needed to understand the purpose of the essay. However, it should never bluntly state, “The purpose of this essay is to inform the reader about…”
 
3.  Assertion/ Thesis: The final, and most important, part of the introduction is the assertion/ thesis statement.  An assertion is a sentence that expresses your position/ opinion on a particular subject.  An assertion expresses an idea that you intend to support or “prove.”  It should be the last sentence in your introductory paragraph.  In order to write a literary assertion/ thesis statement you must have:
· a subject- usually the abstract portion of the writing prompt, such as characterization, tone, theme, mood, etc. 
· your opinion about that subject
· the concrete element- the literary devices that provide evidence to support your opinion.  
Because the assertion an argument, you must offer evidence to back up the assertion.  The assertion lets the reader of your essay know from the very beginning what you intend to prove in your essay. 


Writing the Conclusion:

1.  Restatement of assertion/thesis: The first thing a conclusion should contain is a restatement of your thesis. Simply take the assertion and reword it in fresh words.

2.  Summary of main points: Highlight the main points of your essay.  Remember to use general statements regarding your main points.  Do not introduce any new pieces of evidence or ideas in this paragraph.

3.  Concluding statement:  You should leave your reader with a final thought that impacts them. Give your reader something to think about. Try to make your paper important to the reader by answering, “So what? What does it all mean? Why does it matter?”







Use the outline below to make sure you include all the components of an introduction.
HOOK/GRABBER (1-2 sentences): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND (2-3 sentences): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THESIS STATEMENT(1 sentence): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Use the outline below to make sure you include all the components of a conclusion.

Reworded Thesis: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Summary of most important points (2-3 sentences): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

So what? Why does it matter? How is this important to your reader? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




